
Sermon Series: The Holy Spirit, My Best Friend 

9/15/24 “More Needed,” Acts 8:5-24, MEV

INTRODUCTION 

MAIN IDEA: We really need God’s Spirit fullness today. Why? 
Here are four reasons.

I. First, people are already exposed to falsehood (9-11)
A. through others who make themselves out to be important

1. doing things that astonish others

Sorcery/magic: mageuō = magic (by trickery--archeological 
evidence—or by demonic powers)

NOTE: Any supernatural power apart from Christ is demonic.

2. obtaining an audience because of their acts

     ● giving hope that there is more          ● sometimes “helping” 

NOTE: Sometimes deceived people credit or blame God for work 
that He has not done. (10) This “belief” in God does not help them. 

B. exalting the deceiver (10)… who lusts for power, glory
ILLUSTRATION: 
II. Second, the gospel with signs has power (5-8 12-13)
Romans 1:16, MEV: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 
For it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes

1Cor 2:4, MEV: 4 My speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power 5 so that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.

NOTE: Philip, who shared the gospel with signs, had been baptized 
in the Spirit (Acts 6:3, 5… “known to be full of the Holy Spirit”)

A. attracting people to listen (in unity, one accord, 6)…
      focused intently on the speaker
B. moving some to believe in Jesus & be water baptized (12)

C. saving even deceivers (13)… some believe Simon wasn’t

     saved;  I & others: Simon believed & was baptized
ILLUSTRATION: 
III. Third, the apostles believed it was essential for new converts

A. they sent Peter & John when they heard of them (14)…all
     of the apostles had been baptized in the Spirit
B. Peter and John prayed that the new converts might receive

Receive: to actively receive, to take

1. they didn’t presume to baptize others

2. they sought God to send the Spirit

3. then laid hands on the new converts, who received
    with some outward sign

NOTE: Laying on of hands not necessary, but receiving is.

ILLUSTRATION: 
IV. Finally, we need God’s power to deal with hearts (18-24)
Simony: trying to buy or sell something spiritual

A. Peter had a word of knowledge about Simon (21-23)

1. Simon’s sin is apparent

2. but his heart condition—bitterness—is not

B. God wants to deal with believers’ hearts

1. giving us opportunity to repent…of even motives

Intention of your heart: intent of our mind/will/emotions

2. delivering us from footholds 

3. made apparent by old lusts… power, glory
4. that rob us of what God wants to give us (21)

ILLUSTRATION: 

CONCLUSION: 

ALTAR: 


